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As Is: Confessions of a True Fatty

Linda Misleh Wagner

9780990615200 

Miswags Press

Linda Misleh Wagner explores how her life contributed to her becoming a food addict. In confessing her food sins to 
the reader, she invites the reader to explore their own addictions, to face them, and she inspires the reader to take 
charge of their issues while empowering the reader to appreciate and love themselves for who they are despite their 
struggles with food addiction.

Linda Misleh Wagner is a self-professed expert on obesity. Struggling with her weight since childhood, Linda has spent 
most of her life fighting the battle of the bulge. Born in Washington D.C. to a large supportive family who lives center 
around food and family, Linda was raised in southern California where body beautiful is expected, Linda has four 
children, six grandchildren, and is remarried living in San Diego. She enjoys the beach, museums, cooking, and 
dancing.

San Diego, CA

• Author website in development 
• Books will be sent to all appropriate trade reviewers
• Pitches will be sent to national TV and radio
• Review copies will be sent to appropriate bloggers
• Bookstore events in California and Florida
• Speaking engagements
• Linda is blogging on both her and Aaron Snyder’s site (author of New Diabetes Prescription)
• Social media is being developed

Biography, Autobiography, Memoirs

Paperback | $15.00
254 pages | 5.25 x 8

Publication Date: August 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Cam Tait: Disabled? Hell No! I'm a Sit-Down 
Comic!

Cam Tait with Jim Taylor

9781550176971 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Long-time journalist Cam Tait has seen some interesting times on the sports beat—rolling alongside Rick Hansen in 
the Man in Motion tour, playing in fundraising golf tournaments, and tipping back some cold ones with Wayne 
Gretzky, to name a few. His personal life hasn’t lacked excitement either—memorable moments include parasailing, 
winning a stand-up (or in his case, sit-down) comedy contest, and helping his grandson take his first steps. But he 
couldn’t have done it without the help of his friends. Tait was born with cerebral palsy, unable to sit up, speak or move 
his arms and legs. But thanks to a revolutionary form of physical therapy that required a 24/7 commitment from his 
parents and a team of 116 volunteers, he learned to get around in a wheelchair, move his hands and talk. These turned 
out to be useful skills for a career of prime interviews, crazy deadlines and pranks. 
Tait teams up with friend and fellow journalist Jim Taylor, telling his own story with characteristic directness and 
humour. With a newspaperman’s inveterate sense of timing, Tait moves seamlessly from one-liners and tales of 
debauched hijinks to candid accounts of his depression, career struggles and loss of loved ones. He speaks with 
eloquence about the importance of giving disabled people the chance to pursue their ambitions, and the value of all the 
support he’s received in achieving his own dreams. In both his career and personal life, he’s experienced the power of 
humour to break down barriers and bring people together—and have a hell of a good time doing it.

Cam Tait worked as a reporter for the Edmonton Journal for over thirty years, interviewing Wayne Gretzky, Stevie 
Wonder, James Brady and others. He now writes for the Edmonton Sun. He has two honorary degrees and much 
insight on the subject of which drinking straws go best with which adult beverages. He lives in Edmonton with his wife 
Joan. This is his first book.
Jim Taylor has produced some 7,500 sports columns, three times as many radio shows and fifteen books. His passion 
has earned him membership in the CFL and BC Sports Halls of Fame and a lifetime achievement award from Sports 
Media Canada. He is the co-author of Goin' Deep: The Life and Times of a CFL Quarterback with Matt Dunigan and 
''Hello, Sweetheart? Gimmie Rewrite!'': My Life in the Wonderful World of Sports. He lives in Shawnigan Lake, BC.

Edmonton, AB, Canada

Biography, Autobiography, Memoirs

Paperback | $24.95
256 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: March 2015

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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The Death of Small Creatures

Trisha Cull

9780889713079 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

In her lyrical memoir The Death of Small Creatures, Trisha Cull lays bare her struggles with bulimia, bipolar disorder 
and substance abuse. Interspersing snatches of conversations, letters, blog entries and clinical notes with intimate 
poetic narrative, Cull evokes an accessible experience of mental illness.
In The Death of Small Creatures, Cull strives to cope with her hopelessness. She finds comfort in the company of her 
two pet rabbits until one of them dies as a result of her lethargy. She numbs herself with alcohol. She validates her self-
worth by seeking the love of men—any and all men—and three relationships significantly impact her life: her marriage 
to Leigh, a much older man; her unrequited love for Dr. P, her therapist; and her healthier relationship with Richard, 
an American she meets through her blog. She tries drugs—Neo Citran, Ativan, Wellbutrin, crack, crystal meth—and 
after two hospitalizations, she undergoes electroconvulsive therapy.
Haunting and expressive, this immersive memoir explores love in all its facets—needy, obsessive, healthy, self-
directed—and plunges the reader headlong into the intense and immediate experience of mental illness.

Trisha Cull is a graduate of the University of British Columbia's MFA Creative Writing program. Her work has been 
published in Room of One's Own, Descant, subTerrain, Geist, The New Quarterly, The Dalhousie Review and PRISM. 
She was the winner of Lichen's ''Tracking a Serial Poet'' contest in 2006, PRISM's Communications Award for Literary 
Non-fiction in 2007, and the 2006 Bliss Carman Poetry Award for her poem, ''Loose,'' which was also the winner of the 
2007 Prairie Fire Writing Contest.

Victoria, BC, Canada

Biography, Autobiography, Memoirs

Nightwood Editions 

Paperback | $22.95
240 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: April 2015

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Disaster in Paradise: Landslide at Johnson's 
Landing

Mandy Bath

9781550176957 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

On the morning of July 12, 2012, Mandy Bath left her picturesque home and garden in Johnson’s Landing, BC, for a 
day trip to nearby Kaslo. She had no forewarning of what the placid summer day would bring. But just over an hour 
later, a massive landslide tore into the community, destroying her home and killing four people: Valentine Webber, 
aged 60, and his daughters, 22-year-old Diana and 17-year-old Rachel, along with 64-year-old Petra Frehse. Returning 
the next day to search for her cat, Mandy narrowly avoided being buried beneath a second slide. 
Disaster in Paradise tells a story of survival, grief and recovery, as Mandy and the other residents of Johnson’s Landing 
gradually rebuild their community in the wake of the tragedy. Mandy eloquently details her own experience of trauma 
and healing, and weaves in the stories of other residents and volunteers in the rescue and recovery missions as the 
community bands together to collectively mourn their loss. The story is grounded by the author’s intimate knowledge 
of the Johnson’s Landing community, but also reflects the greater themes of loss, perseverance and bravery that arise in 
natural disasters everywhere.

Mandy Bath was born and raised in England, and she lived in London before moving to the tiny community of 
Johnson's Landing in 1993. She holds a Ph.D. in Catalan Literature, and worked in human rights research for Amnesty 
International for a decade. Since her home in Johnson's Landing was destroyed by the 2012 landslide, she now lives in 
Kaslo, BC, with her husband Christopher Klassen. This is her first book.

Kaslo, BC, Canada

Biography, Autobiography, Memoirs

Paperback | $22.95
240 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

Publication Date: March 2015

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Ma Doula

Stephanie Sorensen

9780878398218 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Ma Doula is a book of stories about births, from Amish home births by lamplight to big-city births in high-tech 
hospitals. These stories are about families, medical personnel, midwives and doulas and, of course, moms, dads, and 
babies (who already have their own opinions). The different cultural and religious traditions that sometimes clash with 
medical training, mean every birth is its own story. Helping moms to give birth among generational and multi-cultural 
opinions, while respecting religious traditions, and the complications that can occur in any birth, the stories in Ma 
Doula give several new meanings to the miracle of birth.

Stephanie Sorensen, a licensed midwife for decades, is now a doula as she writes about her experiences working with 
hundreds of mothers-to-be from many countries, cultures, and religions. The mother of five and a proud grandmother, 
Stephanie and her husband live in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Minneapolis, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Biography, Autobiography, Memoirs

Paperback | $14.95
288 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: June 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Northern Lights, Southern Nights: A Memoir 
of Writing Parents

Albert Eisele

9780878398317 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

“You can’t go back home to your family, back home to your childhood . . . back home to a young man’s dreams of 
glory and of fame . . . back home to places in the country, back home to the old forms and systems of things which once 
seemed everlasting but which are changing all the time—back home to the escapes of Time and Memory.”
–Thomas Wolfe, You Can’t Go Home Again

Albert Eisele is editor-at-large of The Hill, a nonpartisan newspaper covering Congress that he helped start in 1994. He 
has been involved in journalism, government, academia, and business for five decades.

Biography, Autobiography, Memoirs

Paperback | $14.95
174 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Author Bio

Content
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Tomatoes Free for the Asking: Stories of a 
Minnesota Boyhood

Kent O. Stever

9780878397952 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

“. . . a knack for finding little stories from the past that illuminate the spirit of the time and for mining sources for 
details that enrich his tales.  "
– Chris Rogers, Winona Post  
“Tomatoes Free for the Asking” is a quaint term remembered from the 1800s, yet heard in the 1950s of my youth. It 
was a simple expression written on a piece of cardboard set alongside a pile of tomatoes near someone’s garden―or on 
the front porch. It was an invitation to take as you wish, with an expectation of acknowledgement―a simple courtesy 
to honor the offer. Little tidbits of courtesy such as this remind me of days when kids shared a tin cup at the water 
pump, when we helped a neighbor out with a car stuck in a snow bank or in moments of just being alone with the stars 
and our thoughts. Throughout the days we learned lessons of freedom and responsibility that carried us into an 
uncertain future. The lessons sustained and guided us as we practiced them with new generations. Some of those are 
contained herein, in stories that made up part of life for me in a small Minnesota town on the Mississippi River.

Kent Stever ''draws complete pictures of the scenes of our childhood.'' He is a skilled observer, lifetime educator, and 
parent--and sincere friend of young people. He enjoys ''a stroll back in time to a simpler place,'' relishing the memories 
and joys of neighbors, friends, and community members who mutually supported one another. Dr. Stever is pleased to 
have his twilight years lakeside in Lakeville, Minnesota, to reflect, research and share stories of meaning.

Lakeville, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Biography, Autobiography, Memoirs

Paperback | $14.95
288 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: Kinder, Gentler Ways, 9780878397143
2013: Growing Up On the Mississippi, 9780878396979

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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FUBAR: By the Sword

Chuck Dixon; Jeff McComsey; Michael McDermott

9781934985373 

Alterna Comics Inc. 

From the castles of medieval England to the unstoppable armies of Genghis Khan, these 25 tales of zombie-stabbing 
action traverse the histories of the ancient world before the machinery of modern combat was perfected. These were 
brutal times when you either LIVED by the sword or DIED by the horde!

Jeff McComsey [9 Months, American Terror: Confession of a Human Smart Bomb, FUBAR] is a freelance artist 
carving out a living illustrating funny books and anything else that comes within arms reach. Jeff is the creator of the 
FUBAR series, which enjoyed a #6 spot on the New York Times Best-Selling Graphic Books list in January 2011.

Lancaster, PA

• Online Marketing
• Social media (Twitter, Facebook)
• Advertising on various websites through banner and link exchanges
• Book tour
• Attendance at comic conventions, craft shows, and other various trade shows
• Review copies to bloggers, review sites, fan sites, retailers, and independent reviewers
• Press releases
• Tour Cities unclude: New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, San Diego, Chicago, Columbus, Nashville, Dallas, 
Toronto, and Pittsburgh.

Comics and Graphic Novels

Paperback | $16.95
264 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: August 2015

Previous Books
2013: FUBAR Vol.3, 9781934985274
2013: FUBAR Vol.2, 9781934985328

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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FUBAR: Declassifed

Chuck Dixon; Jeff McComsey; Jeff McClelland
Steve Becker (Illustrator)

9781934985441 

Alterna Comics Inc. 

The United States government has flatly denied the existence of undead combatants on the battlefield for years. But 
thanks to numerous "Freedom of Information Act” requests, we can finally share these tales of guts and glory with you. 
From the bloody Bay of Pigs invasion to the mountains of Afghanistan, FUBAR presents a dirty dozen of the most 
highly classified missions of all time.

Jeff McComsey [9 Months, American Terror: Confession of a Human Smart Bomb, FUBAR] is a freelance artist 
carving out a living illustrating funny books and anything else that comes within arms reach. Jeff is the creator of the 
FUBAR series, which enjoyed a #6 spot on the New York Times Best-Selling Graphic Books list in January 2011.

Lancaster, PA

• Online Marketing
• Social media (Twitter, Facebook)
• Advertising on various websites through banner and link exchanges
• Book tour
• Attendance at comic conventions, craft shows, and other various trade shows
• Review copies to bloggers, review sites, fan sites, retailers, and independent reviewers
• Press releases
• Tour Cities include: New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, San Diego, Chicago, Columbus, Nashville, Dallas, 
Toronto, and Pittsburgh.

Comics and Graphic Novels

Paperback | $11.95
120 pages | 5.5 x 7.5

Publication Date: July 2015

Previous Books
2013: FUBAR American History Z, FUBAR American History Z
2013: FUBAR Empire of the Rising Dead, 9781934985328

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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The New Tea Companion (3rd Edition)

Bruce Richardson; Jane Pettigrew

9780983610670 

Benjamin Press 

Freshly updated and expanded, The New Tea Companion (2015) offers students of tea the most up-to-date details and 
images of over a hundred teas from the world's most famous tea-producing regions, including China, India, and Sri 
Lanka, as well as from countries lesser-known for tea, such as Australia and South Korea. Each entry contains an 
illuminating description of the tea's character, taste, and appearance along with essential tips for brewing. 
 Brimming with rich photographs and illustrations, this classic reference book covers the ancient origins of tea to the 
modern tea renaissance in Europe and America and the rise of tea as a healthy beverage, guiding you along the way to 
the best Darjeelings, classic Chinese greens, and captivating artisanal teas from tea masters around the world.
 This is the guidebook used by tea professionals, tea sommeliers, and universities around the world. It is endorsed by 
countless international tea vendors, including Teavana, Capital Teas, Metropolitan Tea, David's Teas, Twinings 
London, T2Tea Australia, and the Canadian Tea Sommelier program.
Named Best New Publication - World Tea Expo
"There is perhaps no guide book for tea drinkers - or connoisseurs - as definitive as The New Tea Companion. "--TEA 
Magazine

Jane Pettigrew speaks at international tea events, teaches Tea Masterclasses in London, acts as a consultant to hotels 
and tea rooms around the world, and appears regularly on television and radio. She has written sixteen books on tea, 
including Afternoon Tea, Design For Tea, and Traditional Tea Time Recipes.
 Bruce Richardson is a tea blender and writer who has been active in America s tea renaissance for over two decades. 
He serves as Tea Master for the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum and has authored numerous books, such as The 
Great Tea Rooms of Britain and Tea & Etiquette. 
 Both writers serve as contributing editors for TeaTime magazine and are regular speakers at World Tea Expo.

Cookbooks, Cookery, Cooking

Hardcover | $24.95
264 pages | 5.75 x 9.25

Publication Date: June 2015

Previous Books
2008: The Great Tea Rooms of America, 9780979343155
2013: The Social History of Tea, 9780983610625

Previous Edition
2008: 9780979343179

Author Bio

Content
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Creative Ways to Celebrate 100 Days

Teacher Created

9781420682571 

Teacher Created Resources 

The 100th day of school is a day to celebrate! Students will enjoy the variety of hands-on, academic activities as they 
explore the number 100 and what it means. Cross-curricular ideas for the first days or week of school are included, 
with some activities culminating on the 100th day and some that can be implemented at any time. A special section is 
devoted to celebratory activities that commemorate the 100th day of school. Correlated to the Common Core State 
Standards.

Education and Teaching

Paperback | $9.99
64 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Content
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Using Apps and the iPad in the Classroom 
(Grades 3 - 6)

Teacher Created

9781420680904 

Teacher Created Resources 

Create effective technology-enhanced lessons using the step-by-step directions provided in this unique resource. Each 
app description is labeled with handy tags, such as classroom context and other information, to help you choose the 
right app to meet your specific curriculum needs. Lesson ideas for both stock apps (apps already available on your 
device) and third-party apps (apps you can download) are provided. Both first time and tech-savvy users will find this 
resource an indispensable tool for creating practical, engaging lessons for their students. Correlated to the Common 
Core State Standards.

Education and Teaching

Paperback | $13.99
96 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Content
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Using Apps and the iPad in the Classroom 
(Grades K - 2)

Teacher Created

9781420680881 

Teacher Created Resources 

Create effective technology-enhanced lessons using the step-by-step directions provided in this unique resource. Each 
app description is labeled with handy tags, such as classroom context and other information, to help you choose the 
right app to meet your specific curriculum needs. Lesson ideas for both stock apps (apps already available on your 
device) and third-party apps (apps you can download) are provided. Both first time and tech-savvy users will find this 
resource an indispensable tool for creating practical, engaging lessons for their students. Correlated to the Common 
Core State Standards.

Education and Teaching

Paperback | $13.99
96 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Content
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Using Paired Novels to Build Close Reading 
Skills (Grades 4 - 5)

Teacher Created

9781420633504 

Teacher Created Resources 

Conduct an in-depth comparison of two award-winning, contemporary novels. Prompt students to think critically, 
analyze deeply, and cite extensively from texts. Examine how two authors approach literary elements such as 
Characterization, Plot, Setting and Genre, Theme, and Craft and Structure. Students will gain a thorough 
understanding of the novels, supporting their ideas and opinions through deep discussion, written responses, and the 
creation of Interactive Literature Notebooks. Also included are activities for the individual novels. This is an excellent 
resource for modeling and mastering close reading! Correlated to the Common Core State Standards.

Education and Teaching

Paperback | $13.99
96 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Content
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Using Paired Novels to Build Close Reading 
Skills (Grades 5 - 6)

Teacher Created

9781420633689 

Teacher Created Resources 

Conduct an in-depth comparison of two award-winning, contemporary novels. Prompt students to think critically, 
analyze deeply, and cite extensively from texts. Examine how two authors approach literary elements such as 
Characterization, Plot, Setting and Genre, Theme, and Craft and Structure. Students will gain a thorough 
understanding of the novels, supporting their ideas and opinions through deep discussion, written responses, and the 
creation of Interactive Literature Notebooks. Also included are activities for the individual novels. This is an excellent 
resource for modeling and mastering close reading! Correlated to the Common Core State Standards.

Education and Teaching

Paperback | $13.99
96 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Content
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Using Paired Novels to Build Close Reading 
Skills (Grades 6 - 7)

Teacher Created

9781420635393 

Teacher Created Resources 

Conduct an in-depth comparison of two award-winning, contemporary novels. Prompt students to think critically, 
analyze deeply, and cite extensively from texts. Examine how two authors approach literary elements such as 
Characterization, Plot, Setting and Genre, Theme, and Craft and Structure. Students will gain a thorough 
understanding of the novels, supporting their ideas and opinions through deep discussion, written responses, and the 
creation of Interactive Literature Notebooks. Also included are activities for the individual novels. This is an excellent 
resource for modeling and mastering close reading! Correlated to the Common Core State Standards.

Education and Teaching

Paperback | $13.99
96 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Content
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Using Paired Novels to Build Close Reading 
Skills (Grades 7 - 8)

Teacher Created

9781420635447 

Teacher Created Resources 

Conduct an in-depth comparison of two award-winning, contemporary novels. Prompt students to think critically, 
analyze deeply, and cite extensively from texts. Examine how two authors approach literary elements such as 
Characterization, Plot, Setting and Genre, Theme, and Craft and Structure. Students will gain a thorough 
understanding of the novels, supporting their ideas and opinions through deep discussion, written responses, and the 
creation of Interactive Literature Notebooks. Also included are activities for the individual novels. This is an excellent 
resource for modeling and mastering close reading! Correlated to the Common Core State Standards.

Education and Teaching

Paperback | $13.99
96 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Content
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The Darkness Hunter: A John Santana Novel

Christopher Valen

9780990846123 

Conquill Press 

When St. Paul Homicide Detective John Santana is assigned a cold case involving the murder of an environmental 
engineer, he begins to see connections to another case he once investigated—the murder of a young Native American 
woman. But in seeking justice for the victims, it soon becomes clear that someone wants to keep their deaths buried, 
someone very cunning . . . and very deadly. In his quest to hunt down the killer before he strikes again, Santana must 
deal with his own darkness and a conspiracy that threatens his life—and the life of the woman he loves.

Christopher Valen is the author of five previous works of fiction featuring Colombian- born St. Paul Homicide 
Detective John Santana, White Tombs, 2008, The Black Minute, 2009, (reprinted, 2012) Bad Weeds Never Die, 2011, 
Bone Shadows, 2012, and Death's Way, 2014, which are distributed by Partners. Christopher is a graduate of the 
Ramsey County Sheriff's Citizen Academy and has many contacts and resources in the law enforcement community. 
He lives in Minnesota with his Colombian-born wife, Martha, and travels frequently to Colombia.

Woodbury, MN

• Advanced Reader Copies
• Local and National Book Reviews
• Press Kits/News releases
• TV and radio
• Book Tour, Signings, and Speaking engagements
• Tradeshows, Book Fairs, Festivals, Book Clubs
• Author Website and Blog
• Social Networking and Social Media
• Video Trailers, Testimonials and Endorsements
• Contests and Book Giveaways on sites such as Goodreads
• E-mail Newsletter Using Vertical Response
• Newspaper Features
• The author tour will include stores/cities in Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Arizona

Fiction

Paperback | $15.00
384 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

Publication Date: September 2015

Previous Books
2014: Death's Way, 9780980001778
2012: Bone Shadows, 9780980001754

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Fishing for a Killer

Glenn Ickler

9780878397938 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

As dawn breaks over Madrigal's Lodge on Gull Lake in northern Minnesota, a motorboat is seen running slowly in 
circles in the bay. Told that the boat has no occupants, St. Paul Daily Dispatch reporter Warren "Mitch" Mitchel and 
photographer Alan Jeffrey rush to the dock, along with dozens of others on hand for the annual Governor's Fishing 
Opener. The boat had been rented out by Alex Gordon, the governor's press secretary and an avid early-morning 
fisherman. Gordon's body is soon found by a dive team, and it appears that he accidentally fell overboard and drowned 
in the icy water. After a day of turmoil, Governor Anders A. Anderson does his best to put the celebratory weekend 
back on schedule. While the media await the results of an autopsy, Mitch and Al spend an afternoon fishing and go 
ashore on a wooded island to answer a call of nature. There they discover a mound of freshly dug earth and uncover a 
life jacket bearing Alex Gordon's initials. The autopsy shows that Gordon had a bump on the back of his head and no 
water in his lungs. This report, along with the life jacket, forces the sheriff to open a homicide investigation. As the 
days wear on with no results, Mitch worries about being home in time for his wedding. The odds turn frighteningly 
against getting home at all when and Al meet Alex Gordon's killer. 

Glenn Ickler has had a long career in newspapers as a reporter, feature writer, theater critic, columnist, and editor. He 
has been part of an editorial page staff that was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize and he has won numerous awards for his 
writing.  A native of Woodbury, Minnesota, he holds a degree in Speech and English from Hamline University.

Hopedale, MA

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
288 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: A Killing Fair, 9780878397136
2013: Murder on the St. Croix, 9780878396726

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



A Habit of Mind

Jim Newman

9780878398188 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Looks, charm, stylish job shooting TV news, Doug Pepper’s only goal is his next conquest at the local pick-up bar.  It 
takes tragedy and a cross-country odyssey for Doug to break through a habit of mind—classic self-absorption—and 
learn to love.  The lady in Doug’s life also learns life’s hard lessons in a shared moment of truth that bind the pair 
together forever. 

Jim Newman is a writer, voice actor and painter with a decades-long career as a journalist.  He's a hiker who spent 
much of his defining years on the mideast prairie and now frequently visits the mountainous regions of the Pacific 
Northwest.

Portland, OR

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
240 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



The Hungry Coast: Fables from the North 
Shore of Minnesota

Marlais Brand
Noah Prinsen (wood-cut artist) 

9780878398195 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

A fresh and compelling voice in regional fiction, Marlais Brand's new collection, The Hungry Coast, takes the reader 
for a hair-raising ride along a rocky stretch of the historic and fabled North Shore.

Marlais Brand dares to live and write in the Great Frozen North that mere mortals know as Minnesota. Brand is a 
recipient of the Katherine Anne Porter Fiction Prize and her writing has appeared in several editions of Scribner's Best 
of the Fiction Workshops. The Hungry Coast: Fables from the North Shore of Minnesota is Marlais Brand's very first 
collection of short stories. 

Lakeville, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
140 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: June 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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The Island

Nancy Lee

9780878397945 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Vices are outlawed in Cloquet in 1918—except on the Island. There, loggers can have the time of their lives with drink, 
women of the night, and poker games. When the city is threatened by fire, the virtuous citizens of Cloquet have to 
overcome their prejudice in order to survive. Everything is destroyed—except the Island. As one reporter commented, 
“The Devil takes care of his own.” 

While living in Cloquet, MN, Nancy had many opportunities to collect stories her elderly friends had stored away since 
the great fire in 1918. They invited her to coffee and shared their memories. Nancy listened as they told of the disaster 
that entered their lives on October 12 of that year. From these reminiscences she put together a novel incorporating the 
Island, the city of Cloquet, life and industry at that time, and of course the great fire that swept down upon the city, 
wiping it from the face of the earth. 
Nancy graduated from Concordia College in Moorhead, MN, and became a a teacher in English literature after a rather 
lengthy sabbatical to raise her six children. During her years at home, she helped with homework, packed lunches, 
healed the sick, and gave advice to the occasional child with a broken heart. From all this experience, Nancy wrote 
articles depicting her adventures as a mother for Scope Magazine, a women's periodical published by the American 
Lutheran Church, and traveled extensively as a speaker to women's groups of the church.

Bloomington, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
288 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: June 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



MotherLoad: Stories

Avery Caswell

9780989788571 

Lorimer Press 

The voices that usher us through Avery Caswell’s elegantly biting and wonderfully written collection of stories, 
MotherLoad, put me in mind of John Cheever: characters plagued with endearing ennui, and chic self-destructive 
urges.
—Joseph Bathanti
MotherLoad is a marvel, packed with richly drawn and often haunting characters. Caswell writes with gorgeous 
precision in an astonishing range of voices and styles, all shot through with a wonderfully wry sense of humor.
—Abigail DeWitt
These characters get under the skin and dance. I left Caswell’s world aching but aware, always, of the possibility of 
magic.
—Karen Salyer McElmurray

Avery Caswell, a native of Chicago, eventually found her true home in North Carolina. She is fascinated by the moon, 
drives far too fast, and wishes she could remember at least one good joke. (averycaswell.com)

Fiction

Hardcover | $16.95
88 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: September 2015

Author Bio

Content
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Never Kill a Friend

Martin Hill

9780977378708 

Ransom Note Press

A gripping tale of one woman's fight against a system that is destroying an innocent man.
Detective Shelley Krieg has lived her entire life in the Lincoln Heights neighborhood of Washington, DC. At six-foot-
four, she's the giantess of DC Metro a tough cop who's paid her dues on her long path to becoming a detective in the 
city she loves. She can get a confession out of anyone. And she always plays by the rules.
But when Rafael Hooks is arrested for killing his brother, all the rules change. Shelley finds herself not only fighting the 
system but also questioning her relationships with her co-workers, her closest friends, and even her partner, Kent 
Bellotti.

Martin Hill, a native of Santa Fe, New Mexico, is a professor of pharmacology at the Ponce Health Sciences University 
in Ponce, Puerto Rico, where he lives with his wife and son.

• Author online interviews and listserv presence
• Email and newsletter marketing
• Film preview advertising
• Reader’s guide with author interview
• Library, ebook, and distributor advertising
• National print attention with reviews and features in mystery-oriented publications and Websites

Fiction

Hardcover | $24.95
304 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: June 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Content
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Preying in Two Harbors

Dennis  Herschbach

9780878397921 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

A young man is found beaten to death, the most sacred areas of a Catholic church are desecrated, a sabotaged railroad 
track leads to a deadly derailment, and a Jewish holocaust survivor is hung in effigy. All happen in too short a time 
span to say they are not related, and Deidre Johnson is brought out of retirement to solve the crimes. Suspect groups 
are identified, and a process of elimination begins, ending in a life-altering experience for her. Preying in Two Harbors 
is the fourth book of the Two Harbors mystery series written by Dennis Herschbach.

Dennis Herschbach is a retired school teacher who lived most of his adult life on the north shore of Lake Superior. 
Herschbach currently resides in Sartell, Minnesota, and enjoys a life of travel and writing.

Sartell, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
288 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: A River Through Two Harbors, 9780878397198
2013: Seven Graves, Two Harbors, 9780878397020

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



Raincoast Chronicles 23: Harbour Publishing 
40th Anniversary Edition

Edited by Peter A. Robson

9781550177107 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

When the first edition of Raincoast Chronicles was produced by a couple of novice publishers in the unlikely location 
of Pender Harbour in 1972, it boldly announced that it was going “to put BC character on the record.” Printed in sepia 
ink and decorated with the rococo flourishes characteristic of that extravagant era, the unclassifiable journal-cum-
serial-book about life on the BC coast struck a nerve and in time became something very close to what it set out to 
be—a touchstone of British Columbia identity. Soon the term “Raincoast,” which had been coined by the editors, was 
appearing on boats, puppet theatres, interior decorating firms and at least one other publishing enterprise.
Raincoast Chronicles also created another publishing enterprise—Harbour Publishing. Many of the stories that started 
out as articles in the Chronicles grew into books and so the White family was more or less forced to get into book 
publishing to deal with them. That undertaking went on to publish some six hundred books (and counting!) about 
every possible aspect of BC and, in 2014, celebrated its fortieth anniversary in the biz. To honour that occasion this 
special double issue of Raincoast Chronicles takes a tour down memory lane, selecting a trove of the most outstanding 
stories in all those Harbour books and republishing them in one volume.
Here are some of Canada’s most exciting and iconic writers—Al Purdy, Anne Cameron, Edith Iglauer, Patrick Lane 
and Grant Lawrence, to start a long list. Here also are stories of disasters at sea, scarcely believable bush plane feats, 
eerie events at coastal ghost towns and a First Nations elder who has seen so many sasquatches he finds them sort of 
boring. Full of great drawings and photos, this jumbo anniversary edition of Raincoast Chronicles is a feast of great 
Pacific Northwest storytelling.

Peter A. Robson has authored hundreds of articles and has served as editor for several magazines, including Pacific 
Yachting, Cottage and Cottage Life West. He has also authored or co-authored books about commercial fishing, 
forestry, towboating and salmon farming. He is a regular at Harbour Publishing's Friday martini hour and lives in 
Garden Bay, BC.

Garden Bay, BC, Canada

Fiction

Paperback | $24.95
160 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: March 2015

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Scruples and Drams: A Novel of Minnesota's 
Main Street Women

Cynthia Stupnik

9780878397969 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

With its arch-like trees covering the town, Clearwater provided a safe haven for Jennie Phillips, an  apprenticing 
druggist in her father’s store in the late nineteenth century. While on a routine trip to deliver a prescription out in the 
country, she is alarmed when she encounters what some consider to be the ghost of murdered Irish girl roaming the 
Tamarack Swamp. She becomes obsessed with the unsolved case. At the same time, she struggles with her 
responsibility to uphold her father’s ethical practices when she learns what some women are using their over-the-
counter patent medicines for. Yet when she learns that rape and burglary can take place even in her village, Jennie 
realizes Clearwater is not as idyllic as she once thought, and for many women, the art of living isn’t as exact as 
dispensing.

A retired English instructor, Cynthia Anne Frank Stupnik holds a B.A. in English/Education and a M.A. in English. 
She has authored Steppes to Neu-Odessa: Germans from Russia Who Settled in Odessa Township, Dakota Territory, 
1872-1876, a historical biography of Yankton, County, South Dakota, a memoir, Postcards from the Old Man and 
Other Correspondence from Clearwater, Minnesota, and Passages, a faith-based book of poetry. She has also written 
and published many poems, creative essays, and short stories, and been the recipient of a number of literary awards.

Rice, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
288 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Shelterbelts

Candace Simar

9780878398171 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Tia Fiskum, the old maid of Tolga Township, yearns to retain her hold on the family farm after her shell-shocked 
brother returns from World War II. The neighbor she hopes to marry chooses a town girl for his new wife.The Potato 
King listens to the radio preacher and prays for a miracle. Eddy Root fears a return to the asylum. A German war bride 
struggles to find acceptance in this tight-knit Scandinavian community. Woven throughout is the man who walks 
lizards, a grieving father, a disillusioned pastor, and the neighborhood gossipmonger. Shelterbelts chronicles the life of 
a community struggling to return to normal after war. This is a story true to history of those difficult times while rich 
in the complications of the human spirit.

Candace Simar is the author of the Spur Award-winning Abercrombie Trail series: Abercrombie Trail, Pomme de 
Terre, Birdie, and Blooming Prairie. A life-long Minnesotan of Scandinavian heritage, Candace nurtures a passion for 
history and the way things might have been. Her books are also available in audio, e-book, and large print. Visit her at 
www.CandaceSimar.com.

• Publisher website
• Social Media
• Author talks/book signings

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
272 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Content
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Strength to Stand: Rabbi David Cohen, Book 2

Sheyna Galyan

9781592870202 

Yotzeret Publishing 

When Rabbi Batya Zahav first suspects she’s the victim of an anti-Jewish stalker, she enlists the help of her colleague, 
Rabbi David Cohen. Soon her husband Arik, an Israeli-born Minneapolis cop, is also on the case. As the stalker’s 
anonymous persecution increases in violent intensity, it falls to David to identify the stalker before someone gets hurt, 
and before the stalker carries out the latest chilling threat.

Sheyna Galyan is the author of the 'Rabbi David Cohen' suspense series set in Minneapolis, which began with Destined 
to Choose (2013). Sheyna's most recent short story ''Sketches for Cinco'' is included in the mystery anthology Festival 
of Crime (Nodin Press, 2014), and her essays and articles have appeared in TC Jewfolk, American Jewish World, St. 
Paul Voice, and various other publications. With advanced degrees in psychology and education, she has worked as a 
counselor, consultant, lecturer, journalist, and Jewish educator. Fascinated by the intersection of tradition and 
technology, her favorite questions are ''Why?'' and ''Why not?'' She lives with her husband and children in the Twin 
Cities, where she is at work on the next Rabbi David Cohen novel.

Saint Paul, MN

• Working with professional publicist 
• Print media reviews
• Endorsements from known authors and Jewish leaders
• Downloadable press kit
• Jewish newspapers/magazines
• Targeted direct mail
• Promotional material
• Awards entries
• Presence at trade/book events
• Print/broadcast/internet media coverage
• Upper Midwest book tour: : St. Paul, Minneapolis, Rochester (MN); Duluth, Eau Claire (WI); Green Bay, Milwaukee, 
Lincoln (NE), Des Moines (IA), and Chicago (IL)

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
306 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: September 2015

Previous Books
2013: Destined to Choose, 9781592870196

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Trying

Megan Kiffmeyer

9780878398133 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Becca Kelly always dreamed of falling in love, getting married, and having a family. As her ten-year anniversary 
approached, she wondered if she would ever get to experience the joys of being a mother. When tensions at home grew 
and family issues arose, Becca was forced with some tough choices. Will she be able to save her marriage or be forced 
to watch her world fall apart?

Megan (Truenow) Kiffmeyer is a 2004 graduate of St. Cloud Technical High School, where she was a writer and editor 
for the high school paper. After graduating, she attended St. Cloud Technical College and received an AAS degree in 
Credit and Finance. Megan married her husband, Brian, in 2007. They have two boys. Megan is an active supporter of 
her local fire department, and is the wife of a firefighter. She currently resides in Kimball, Minnesota. 

Kimball, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Fiction

Paperback | $14.95
176 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: Moving On, 9780878397334

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Windfall: A Pen Wilkinson Novel

Brian Lutterman

9780990846130 

Conquill Press 

Paraplegic young prosecutor Pen Wilkinson prepares to bring a corrupt congressman to justice in the first big trial of 
her career, only to find the stakes much higher than she imagined. Just before trial, Pen's star witness disappears--
either killed or driven into hiding by an unknown, terrifying form of coercion. As Pen searches across the country for 
the missing witness, she uncovers a massive web of corporate and political crime that goes far beyond the case she is 
prosecuting. With the trial date fast approaching, Pen's search is complicated by the astonishing arrest of her 
boyfriend, banker James Carter, for the murder of his former lover. As Pen presses on, trying to prosecute her case 
while exonerating her friend, the focus of the murder investigation shifts from Carter to another suspect with a strong 
motive: Pen herself.

Vadnais Heights, MN

• Author appearances
• Feature articles will be sought in local newspapers and magazines
• Local radio cable access television campaign
• Mailings to local library systems
• Speaking engagements and signings at libraries
• Attendance at book fairs, festivals, and expos
• Reading groups and book clubs 
• Book tour will include Upper Midwest and California

Fiction

Paperback | $15.00
336 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

Publication Date: October 2015

Previous Books
2014: Downfall, 9780980001785
2002: Bound to Die, 9781930486331

Marketing Plan
Author Hometown: 

Content
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Writing with Hemingway: At City Park Grill

Stewert James

9780988501157 

Mitchell Street Press

A collection of short stories and a novella that will tickle, romance, and provoke your emotions in a warm wonderful 
read. In the tradition of Hemingway, local places in his childhood along with current characters provide the settings 
including City Park Grill and his favorite chair.

Stewert James is a writer living in the old haunts of Hemingway. He has three novels published and currently writes for 
HomeLife magazine while also contributing to the local Petoskey News Review.

Petoskey, MI

• Book launch in Petoskey at City Park Grill
• Book signings and speaking engagements
• Book tour will include several cities in northern Michigan as well as Ann Arbor, Detroit, Grand Rapids, and Lansing

Fiction

Hardcover | $24.95
140 pages | 

Publication Date: July 2015

Previous Books
2014: Super PAC Dark Money Fracking, 9780988501140
2013: Super PAC Strikethrough, 9780988501102

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



The CalorieKing Calorie, Fat & Carbohydrate 
Counter 2016: Larger Print Edition

Allan Borushek

9781930448643 

Family Health Publications

2016 CalorieKing™ Calorie, Fat & Carbohydrate Counter is a practical, simple & safe guide to the calorie, fat and 
carbohydrate content of tens of thousands of your favorite foods by Allan Borushek, health educator and registered 
dietitian.
Tens of thousands of food listings. Building on CalorieKing Counter's 24 years as the bestselling book of food counts, 
this edition has more up-to-date fast food and restaurant chain listings than any similar book with more than 200 fast 
food and restaurant chains, plus unique listings for food courts, theaters, carnivals and much more. The color-coded 
listings make it easy to compare foods at a glance and discover hidden calories, fat, and carbohydrates. You'll know 
which foods to avoid. Better yet, you'll know which ones you can eat and still accomplish your weight and health goals.

The CalorieKing Counter is the #1 seller and receives the highest reader rating of all similar books of food counts. 
More than just the best book of food counts, the 2016 CalorieKing Calorie, Fat & Carbohydrate Counter includes 
helpful nutritional guides and tips on how to reduce calories, fat, and carbohydrates and how to lose weight. Plus, you'll 
find useful guides and bonus counters for alcohol, caffeine, fat & cholesterol, fiber, protein, iron, and sodium and 
informative reference sections on diabetes, weight management, osteoporosis and high blood pressure.

Health and Fitness

Paperback | $12.99
288 pages | 5.25 x 7.25

Publication Date: September 2015

Previous Books
2006: The CalorieKing Food & Exercise Journal, 9781930448155

Previous Edition
2014: 9781930448612

Content
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The CalorieKing Calorie, Fat & Carbohydrate 
Counter 2016: Pocket Size Edition

Allan Borushek

9781930448636 

Family Health Publications

2016 CalorieKing™ Calorie, Fat & Carbohydrate Counter is a practical, simple & safe guide to the calorie, fat and 
carbohydrate content of tens of thousands of your favorite foods by Allan Borushek, health educator and registered 
dietitian.
Tens of thousands of food listings. Building on CalorieKing Counter's 24 years as the bestselling book of food counts, 
this edition has more up-to-date fast food and restaurant chain listings than any similar book with more than 200 fast 
food and restaurant chains, plus unique listings for food courts, theaters, carnivals and much more. The color-coded 
listings make it easy to compare foods at a glance and discover hidden calories, fat, and carbohydrates. You'll know 
which foods to avoid. Better yet, you'll know which ones you can eat and still accomplish your weight and health goals.

The CalorieKing Counter is the #1 seller and receives the highest reader rating of all similar books of food counts. 
More than just the best book of food counts, the 2016 CalorieKing Calorie, Fat & Carbohydrate Counter includes 
helpful nutritional guides and tips on how to reduce calories, fat, and carbohydrates and how to lose weight. Plus, you'll 
find useful guides and bonus counters for alcohol, caffeine, fat & cholesterol, fiber, protein, iron, and sodium and 
informative reference sections on diabetes, weight management, osteoporosis and high blood pressure.

Health and Fitness

Paperback | $8.99
288 pages | 4.5 x 6

Publication Date: September 2015

Previous Books
2006: The CalorieKing Food & Exercise Journal, 9781930448155

Previous Edition
2014: 9781930448605

Content
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Naiya in Nature: A Children's Guide to Yoga

Shazia Latif
Palalee Puru (Illustrator)

9780988507081 

Prolance

When Naiya wakes up to her busy, loud surroundings, she decides to escape into nature! In this book, Naiya teaches 
you seven beginner yoga poses, to breathe and, most importantly, to smile! Visit www.naiyabooks.com

Shazia Latif is an elementary school teacher in Southern California. She grew up in Rochester Hills, Michigan 
surrounded by a huge, funny family, close friends, and always lots of love. She earned her bachelors degree in Political 
Science from the University of Michigan and after getting married, she moved to California where she earned her 
teaching degree. Shazia loves doing yoga at the beach, taking long hikes, and spending time in nature. She loves to 
laugh and to make others laugh. Shazia keeps her eyes on the positive and beautiful parts of life and always remembers 
to smile!

Irvine, CA

• Social media - Facebook 
• Launch party in author's hometown 
• Book readings
• Email marketing
• Press releases
• Radio interviews
• Attendance at book fairs and festivals
• Submissions to reviewers

Health and Fitness

Hardcover | $22.00
24 pages | 9 x 9

Publication Date: August 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Minnesota's Lost Towns: Central Edition

Rhonda Fochs

9780878398041 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

The long-awaited second book in the Minnesota’s Lost Towns series is now available. Travel along as we visit and learn 
about more than 125 central Minnesota locations. The book covers twenty-seven of Minnesota’s central corridor 
counties, from east to west. Read how the towns were created, how they developed and lived, and why they died. 
Discover the people and places of Minnesota’s past. Filled with tales and photos, the book is a fun and educational read 
for anyone who loves history or a good story. 

After several years of working in the public and private sector, doing everything from assembling Tonka Toy trucks 
(when they were made in America), working in a LP record distribution warehouse, serving in a variety of public 
governmental roles, managing a construction office, to becoming a social studies teacher at the age of forty-two, 
Rhonda is recently retired. Her passion for history, especially local and regional history, has resulted in the Minnesota's 
Lost Towns series which chronicles Minnesota used-to-be towns and communities. As she and her family (including 
the dog)  travel the state, north, east, south and west, she is now working on the next books in the series. She is also 
presently working on a book detailing other regional points of interest. You can learn more about Rhonda and her 
books at www.rhondafochs.weebly.com or at  www.facebook.com/MinnesotasLostTowns.

Motley, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

History

Paperback | $19.95
240 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: Minnesota's Lost Towns: Northern Edition, 9780878397639

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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Minnesota's Lost Towns: Northern Edition, 
Volume II

Rhonda Fochs

9780878398058 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Most Minnesotans have a lost town. Everywhere Rhonda travelled throughout the state, people shared their used-to-be 
communities with her. Each new discovery led to more stories and tales of northern Minnesota’s lost towns. Join us as 
we journey to northern Minnesota’s past once again. Covering all new towns and communities, the book is filled with 
photos and tales that once again prove history is in our own backyards. Historians, tourists, genealogists and anyone 
who loves a good story is sure to enjoy this second round of Northern Minnesota lost towns.

After several years of working in the public and private sector, doing everything from assembling Tonka Toy trucks 
(when they were made in America), working in a LP record distribution warehouse, serving in a variety of public 
governmental roles, managing a construction office, to becoming a social studies teacher at the age of forty-two, 
Rhonda is recently retired. Her passion for history, especially local and regional history, has resulted in the Minnesota's 
Lost Towns series which chronicles Minnesota used-to-be towns and communities. As she and her family (including 
the dog)  travel the state, north, east, south and west, she is now working on the next books in the series. She is also 
presently working on a book detailing other regional points of interest. You can learn more about Rhonda and her 
books at www.rhondafochs.weebly.com or at   www.facebook.com/MinnesotasLostTowns.

Motley, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

History

Paperback | $19.95
240 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: Minnesota's Lost Towns: Northern Edition, 9780878397639

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content
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The Royal Fjord: Memories of Jervis Inlet

Ray Phillips

9781550177084 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

The most accessible and popular of British Columbia’s great scenic fjords, Jervis Inlet punches 60 kilometres into the 
Coast Mountains a day’s cruising north of Vancouver. It deserves to be called the “Royal Fjord” on two counts: the 
long zigzagging watercourse is comprised of four segments all with “royal” names—Prince of Wales Reach, Princess 
Royal Reach, Queen’s Reach and Princess Louisa Inlet; and second, the inlet possesses a scenic majesty that has made it 
one of the prime boating destinations on the Inside Passage. Author Earle Stanley Gardner was so moved by the beauty 
of Jervis Inlet that he penned “There is no scenery in the world that can beat it. Not that I’ve seen the rest of the world. 
I don’t need to.” 
Almost deserted now except for Young Life’s Malibu Club youth summer camp, Jervis Inlet was once the home of large 
Sechelt Nation villages and later, of innumerable homesteads, logging camps and fishing communities, and even the 
occasional hangout of golden-age Hollywood stars. That colourful past comes to life again in this new book by Ray 
Phillips, who grew up in the area and descended from local pioneers.
Featuring original photos and the rough-hewn memories of some of those early inhabitants, along with personal 
accounts by the author and his father, The Royal Fjord makes fascinating reading and fills an important gap in the 
written history of the BC coast.

Ray Phillips is a former logger, school boat operator and fisherman. His mother was a member of the Klein family--the 
namesake of the community of Kleindale on the Sunshine Coast and the subject of his first book, The Little Green 
Valley: The Kleindale Story (Harbour Publishing, 2011), which received the BC Genealogical Society Family Book 
History Award for 2012. He lives in Pender Harbour, BC, with his wife Doris.

Pender Harbour, BC, Canada

History

Paperback | $22.95
224 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2010: The Little Green Valley, 9781550174830

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



Paint the Town Black

Arthur Black

9781550177015 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Arthur Black’s best lines are like a shot of whisky—sharp, invigorating and with a good kick. Following the success of 
his many previous titles, the multiple-award-winning humorist once again delivers “black-to-black” laughs with his 
latest collection, Paint the Town Black.
With his usual off-kilter perspective, Black tackles many of the pressing topics of the day, including some positive PR 
for the swastika, the sometimes fatal effects of poor penmanship and the burning question of whether one-time 
Thunder Bay mayor Walter “Jolly Wally” Assef really did pat the queen’s bum. The answer: “Somebody must have 
tipped Prince Philip off about the mayor’s meandering mitts because Phil watched Wally like a hawk. Wally’s hands 
never got near the royal end zone.”
Many edifying historical facts are cunningly hidden among the laughs. For instance, how many Canadians remember 
Gerda Munsinger, the probable Soviet spy who got deported for sleeping her way through half of Diefenbaker’s 
cabinet? And then there’s Senator Incitatus, whose office was made of marble and who literally ate gold for lunch. 
Don’t worry, this isn’t one of Harper’s recent appointees—Incitatus was a racehorse appointed to the Roman senate by 
his owner, Emperor Caligula. So settle into your favourite chair, pour yourself a shot of something strong and get ready 
to Paint the Town Black.

Arthur Black is one of Canada's best-known humorists, and one of only two living writers to have won the Stephen 
Leacock Memorial Medal for Humour three times. A former host of the CBC radio program, Basic Black, and the 
author of a syndicated newspaper column, Black is now permanently transplanted to Salt Spring Island, BC.

Salt Spring Island, BC, Canada

Humor

Paperback | $22.95
240 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2012: Looking Blackward, 9781550175905
2010: A Chip Off the Old Black, 9781550175103

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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A is for Aboriginal

Joseph Maclean
Brendan Heard (Illustrator)

9780991858903 

Interactive Publishing Corp.

A is for Aboriginal is the first in the First Nations Reader Series. Each letter explores a name, a place or facet of 
Aboriginal history and culture. 

The reader will discover some interesting bits of history and tradition that are not widely known. Many, for example, 
do not know that Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin (two of the American Founding Fathers) both attribute the 
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy, one of the world’s oldest democracies, as the inspiration for the American 
Constitution. Or, that the origin of ‘Red Indian’ is not because of skin colour, but from the ochre (iron oxide) used by 
the now extinct Beothuk to colour their skin red – red skin.

At the bottom of each letter there is a list of Indiginous peoples that begin with that letter. The idea is that the names 
can be recited as a sort of poem of remembrance. This book celebrates Aboriginal heritage and culture and is 
beautifully illustrated by Brendan Heard, a Canadian artist who works in oil paint and digital medium.

Joseph MacLean, is an historian by education, a story teller by avocation and a social entrepreneur by trade. The book 
was written ten years ago when Joseph was working on a literacy project in Vancouver's infamous DTES (Downtown 
Eastside) – the poorest postal code in Canada.

• Direct marketing to bookstores, schools and libraries
• Presentations/Speaking engagements
• Website and blog
• Social media/online marketing

Juvenile

Hardcover | $19.95
92 pages | 8.5 x 11

Publication Date: November 2013

Marketing Plan

Author Bio
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Are You Grateful Today?

Kris  Yankee; Marian Nelson
 Jeff Covieo (Illustrator)

9781938326288 

Nelson Publishing & Marketing 

Why should you be grateful? Does it make life easier or better? Kids, and adults, too, sometimes have a hard time 
showing gratitude. It's easy to always want more "stuff" and believe life would be better if we had everything we wanted. 
Grateful people know that a peaceful heart comes from appreciating what they have and from being thankful for love, 
joy, and health in their lives. This is the fifth book in the Becoming a Better You! series, which strives to highlight 
character traits that help readers reach their potential and make a positive impact in the world.

Kris Yankee is the co-founder of High 5 for Character, as well as an editor, writer, and mom. The values presented by 
High 5 for Character and this new series are those that she and her husband hope to instill in their two children. She is 
an award-winning author of several titles. Visit krisyankee.com or find Kris on Facebook and Twitter.

Plymouth, MI

• Author talks and book signings at schools, libraries, and bookstores
• Publisher will contact press/media for events relating to this book
• Publisher website www.nelsonpublishingandmarketing.com
• Blog site at parentsforcharacter.blogspot.com 
• Social media: facebook, twitter, tumblr, youtube
• Nelson Publishing & Marketing monthly newsletter
• Attendance at conferences focusing on early childhood, reading, self-improvement, special education, social and 
emotional development, social workers and counselors across the US
• Tour Cities include: Atlanta, Missouri, Wisconsin, Vancouver, Ohio, Michigan

Juvenile

Ferne Press 

Paperback | $9.95
32 pages | 9 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: Are You Confident Today?, 9781938326240
2014: Are You Empathetic Today?, 9781938326264

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



Autumn of Elves

Joanne  Vruno

9780878397976 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Panic fills everyone when Aly's ten year old sister, Emily, sees a troll. The shock of Emily also having magical powers 
gives way to the sisters sharing a world of intrigue. Aly becomes Emily's instructor and protector while they interact 
with many new creatures that fascinate, while others terrify the two sisters.

Joanne Vruno grew up in Maplewood, Minnesota, just houses away from Battle Creek Regional Park, where she spent 
most of her childhood days hiking, and exploring. Her love for nature and the wooded parkland bordering Battle 
Creek created the magic of the Elves series, just as her love for the lakes created her first novel, Loon Child.

St. Paul, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Juvenile

Paperback | $14.95
192 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: Summer of Elves, 9780878397266
2012: Loon Child, 9780878395934

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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Bucket 96: From Lemons to Clear Water

Tricia Offutt; Kris Yankee

9781938326417 

Nelson Publishing & Marketing 

How can lemonade and kids make a difference? It starts with a bucket. Meet Bucket 96. He’s an average five-gallon 
white bucket…or so he thinks! Bucket 96 and his “friends” Mr. Sawyer, Bossy Buck, and Double Oh 7 are set for a wild 
and crazy adventure when the Bucket Makers sell them to the Bucket Destroyers. But wait! Things take a turn for the 
worse when they find they are going to “Hey Tea” and await the “End of the Line”. Will Bucket 96 and his bucket 
friends actually become superheroes? Find out and read how you can help, too.

Tricia Offutt is a former elementary school teacher with over a decade of experience as a journalist. She lives in Florida 
with her husband, Nathan, and their two gray cats, Emma (a rascal who growls) and Little Bit (a truly responsible 
kitty). When she's not writing, Tricia enjoys reading a good book, baking cupcakes, gardening, and most especially, 
spending time with her family and friends. Keep up with Bucket 96, Bossy Buck, Double Oh 7, Mr. Sawyer, and even 
those Little Lids at www.triciaoffutt.com.

Clearwater , MI

• Author signings/speaking engagements in bookstores, schools, and libraries in the midwest and Florida
• Press Kit distributed to bookstores
• Publisher website and Social Media
• Local newspaper articles
• Op-ed articles will be written for trade journals, newspapers, magazines
• Publisher will contact press/media for events relating to this book
• Publisher will market this book across the US when exhibiting at conferences (20-25 per year).
• Publisher to submit books for national reviews and book awards

Juvenile

Ferne Press 

Paperback | $8.95
120 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

Publication Date: June 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



The Dragonfly Club

Mari Ringness

9780878397785 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Grace is a shy, lonely fourth-grader. She watches the other girls from a distance and secretly wishes she were a part of 
their lives. Struggling with never knowing what to say or do when she is around the other neighborhood girls, Grace 
feels the sting of loneliness with each attempt she makes. Tillie has moved into her third foster home in nine months. 
Life has been hard, but Tillie refuses to let her circumstances bring her down. She sees meeting new friends wherever 
she goes as an adventure and challenge. When Grace and Tillie meet in a most haphazard way, they soon become 
friends and change each other’s lives forever. One offers friendship, fun and adventures while the other demonstrates 
unconditional love and what it means to give unselfishly from the heart.

Mari Ringness is the author of The Dragonfly Club and An Inconvenient Life. She is also a freelance author writing for 
local magazines and newspapers in Minnesota. She is a high school counselor who has the ability to see life through 
children's eyes. Visit her website at www.mariringness.com

Pine City, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Juvenile

Paperback | $12.95
224 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

Publication Date: May 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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Go Away Bad Mood

Nayera Salam
Elsa Estrada (Illustrator)

9780988507074 

Prolance

Bad Mood is chased away by Big Belle, Susie Squirrel and her friend Gus, Graceful Dorothy Doe, and Lady Golden 
Beak. In this rhyming fantasy, Bad Mood, the gloomy, ugly guy tries to ruin their day in his own special way. But trial 
after trial he fails until Fairy Felicia changes him to Good Mood. Only then is he invited to stay and play! From 
beginning to end, children and adults will be intrigued by the book's message, the enchanting creatures, and the vivid 
imagery.

Nayera Salam has a Master's degree in Education from Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, and more than thirty years 
teaching experience. She is now retired and lives in Atlanta with her husband. She has two children and is the proud 
grandmother of two granddaughters.

Atlanta, GA

• Social media - Facebook 
• Launch party in author's hometown 
• Book readings
• Email marketing
• Press releases
• Radio interviews
• Attendance at book fairs and festivals
• Submissions to reviewers

Juvenile

Hardcover | $25.00
24 pages | 10 x 8

Publication Date: August 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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Orca Chief

Roy Henry Vickers & Robert Budd
Roy Henry Vickers (Illustrator)

9781550176933 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Orca Chief is the third in a series of Northwest Coast legends by Roy Henry Vickers and Robert Budd. Their previous 
collaborations, Raven Brings the Light (2013) and Cloudwalker (2014), are award-winning national bestsellers.
Thousands of years ago in the village of Kitkatla, four hunters leave home in the spring to harvest seaweed and sockeye. 
When they arrive at their fishing grounds, exhaustion makes them lazy and they throw their anchor overboard without 
care for the damage it might do to marine life or the sea floor.
When Orca Chief discovers what the hunters have done, he sends his most powerful orca warriors to bring the men 
and their boat to his house. The men beg forgiveness for their ignorance and lack of respect, and Orca Chief 
compassionately sends them out with his pod to show them how to sustainably harvest the ocean’s resources.
Accompanied by almost exclusively new illustrations by Roy Henry Vickers, this next installment of the Northwest 
Coast Legends will captivate readers young and old with its vivid imagery and remarkable storytelling.

Roy Henry Vickers is a renowned carver, painter and printmaker whose Eagle Aerie Gallery in Tofino, BC, has become 
a provincial landmark. In 1998, Roy was appointed to the Order of British Columbia and in 2006, the Order of Canada. 
He is the co-author of the immensely popular Northwest Coast Legends series and the author of several books that 
showcase his art, including Storyteller (Harbour Publishing, 2014). He currently lives in Hazelton, BC.�Robert (Lucky) 
Budd holds an MA in history and has digitized many high-profile oral history collections including that of the Nisga'a 
First Nation. As well as co-authoring the Northwest Coast Legends series, he is the author of Voices of British 
Columbia (Douglas & McIntyre, 2010), a bestseller that was shortlisted for the 2011 Bill Duthie Booksellers' Choice 
Award, and its sequel, Echoes of British Columbia (Harbour Publishing, 2014). He currently lives in Victoria, BC.

Hazelton & Victoria, BC, Canada

Juvenile

Hardcover | $19.95
40 pages | 12 x 8.25

Publication Date: April 2015

Previous Books
2014: Cloudwalker, 9781550176193
2013: Raven Brings the Light, 9781550175936

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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Wilder's Ghost

Diane Bradley

9780878397860 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Mysterious lights are appearing on Rainy Lake. When Henry, Dylan, Arla, and Rika hear that ghosts are visiting the 
lake, they laugh it off. But as they kayak back over the route where Arla’s parents disappeared ten years before, they 
find themselves stranded on an island, haunted by a real ghost, who doesn’t want them to leave . . . ever.

Diane Bradley grew up in the northern woods on a farm by Two Harbors, Minnesota. A lot of her childhood was spent 
fishing, horseback riding, and tromping through the woods. She received degrees from the University of Minnesota 
and Indiana University South Bend and retired from teaching to write children's books. Diane now lives in the woods 
not so far north in Michiana along with her husband and two rescue dogs, Freya and Odin. She still loves to fish and 
has added kayaking on Rainy Lake to her list of favorite things. Visit her at dianebradleywriter.com.

Granger, IN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Juvenile

Paperback | $12.95
192 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
2014: Wilder's Foe, 9780878397600
2013: Wilder's Edge, 9780878396818

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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A Field Guide to Common Fish of the Pacific 
Northwest

Andy Lamb, Bernard P. Hanby and Phil Edgell

9781550177121 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

The waters of the Pacific Northwest are home to some of the most unique and diverse marine creatures in the world, 
including rockfishes, greenlings and, of course, salmon. This full-colour brochure is packed with information on 
seventyeight “must-have” common fishes of the Pacific Northwest. A Field Guide to Common Fish of the Pacific 
Northwest provides a succinct rundown on a huge variety of our fishy neighbours, and is an ideal guide for fishermen, 
divers and anyone interested in the marine life that fills our surrounding waters.

Andy Lamb is a marine naturalist who has worked for both the Vancouver Aquarium and Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada. He lives on Thetis Island, BC. 
Bernard P. Hanby is an avid photographer, scuba diver and recipient of the 2003 Davidson Award for Conservation 
and Education. He lives in West Vancouver, BC.
Phil Edgell has worked as a fish culturist with Fisheries and Oceans Canada at the Robertson Creek Hatchery on 
Vancouver Island. He lives in Nanaimo, BC.

British Columbia, Canada

Nature

Folded | $7.95
37 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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A Field Guide to Foraging for Wild Greens 
and Flowers

Michelle Nelson
Alison Page (Photographer)

9781550176872 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

A Field Guide to Foraging for Wild Greens and Flowers pinpoints easy-to-find greens and flowers that many don’t 
realize are edible—such as dandelion, clover, chicory, sheep’s sorrel and lamb’s quarters—and also introduces readers 
to the delicious leaves of such native plants as miner’s lettuce, goldenrod and fireweed. And readers can also eat their 
way to conservation by enjoying edible invasive plants in salads, like garlic mustard, yellow rocket and oxeye daisy. A 
lightweight pamphlet that will easily fit into a purse or back pocket, this laminated guide will turn every walk from the 
bus stop, backyard ramble or stroll around the neighbourhood into a fun foraging expedition.

Michelle Nelson has completed a Ph.D. in conservation biology and writes about food and conservation for magazines 
and newspapers. She lives on Bowen Island, BC. 
Alison Page is a freelance stylist and photographer who earned a master's degree photo-documenting marine snails. 
She lives in Vancouver, BC.

British Columbia, Canada

Nature

Folded | $7.95
37 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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A Field Guide to Seaweeds of the Pacific 
Northwest

Bridgette Clarkston

9781550177039 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Rich in nutrients, used in products from cosmetics to explosives to fertilizers, and vital to our coastal marine 
ecosystems, seaweeds can be found on any rocky shore or beach in the Pacific Northwest. The pocket-sized Field Guide 
to Seaweeds of the Pacifc Northwest is packed with full-colour photos and information on a select variety of the most 
important and interesting seaweeds commonly encountered on the West Coast. Whether you want to identify 
seaweeds, better understand their role in the ocean, forage for food, collect for art or you’re just plain curious as you 
poke around the seashore, this educational guide is your ultimate source for casual phycological fun.

Bridgette Clarkston is a seaweed biologist, science educator and avid photographer with over nine years of teaching 
and outreach experience. She has worked with initiatives such as Let's Talk Science and the Beaty Biodiversity 
Museum, as well as the Carl Wieman Science Education Initiative at the University of British Columbia. Clarkston also 
led a ''Seaweeds of the West Coast'' field course in Tofino, and has discovered several new species of red seaweed, 
including one she named Euthora timburtonii.

Nature

Folded | $7.95
37 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Author Bio
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Glimpses of Wilderness

Kevin Proescholdt

9780878398119 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

Glimpses of Wilderness shares the author's insights into the nature and value of wilderness areas. Set in Minnesota's 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, each of the thirty essays describes an adventure drawn from the author's 
wealth of experiences in the area, and the glimpse into the character of wilderness that it provides. Though set in 
Minnesota's canoe country wilderness, the perceptions and insights offered in Glimpses of Wilderness also pertain to 
all wildernesses across the country.

Kevin Proescholdt has worked to protect Minnesota's Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW) and other 
wild places for nearly forty years. A former wilderness guide in the BWCAW, he has written widely about wilderness 
and wilderness conservation. He helped pass the 1978 BWCAW Act through Congress, the struggle about which he 
wrote in the 1995 book, Troubled Waters: The Fight for the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. Today he works 
as the conservation director for Wilderness Watch, a national wilderness conservation organization.

Minneapolis, MN

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media

Nature

Paperback | $14.95
240 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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Nature, Culture, and Two Friends Talking, 
1985 to 2013

Kim Alan Chapman; James W. Armstrong

9780878397327 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

This book is in part the story of a friendship over thirty years centering on love of nature and two men's  quests to 
understand how to save what they love. At turns literary and scholarly, these essays, poems and public presentations 
also document not only the evolution of their ideas and expressions of this love, but reflect American culture's own 
dialogue about nature and conservation. In heartfelt prose and vivid language, these two friends give back to us some 
thirty years of the environmental conservation in America.

Kim Chapman has been working in  conservation biology for over thirty years; he is currently a consulting ecologist 
with Applied Ecological Services. He has worked on hundreds of projects in the Midwest that try to find the balance 
between conservation and development. He is the co-author and editor of Valley of Grass (North Star Press). James 
Armstrong has been writing about nature and culture for thirty years. He is the author of two books of poetry, 
Monument in a Summer Hat (New Issues Press) and Blue Lash (Milkweed Press). He teaches poetry, film, and 
literature of the environment in the English Department at Winona State University.

• Publisher website
• Social Media
• Author talks/book signings

Nature

Paperback | $16.95
272 pages | 6 x 9

Publication Date: May 2015

Previous Books
1998: Valley of Grass, 9780878391271
1999: Monument in a Summer Hat, 9780932826787

Marketing Plan

Author Bio
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Hastings-Sunrise

Bren Simmers

9780889713109 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Hastings–Sunrise is a love letter to a fleeting place and time. Bren Simmers’s second collection captures her old East 
Vancouver neighbourhood in the midst of upheaval. As it is colonized by tides of matching plaid and diners serving 
pulled-pork pancakes, condo developments replace the small businesses and cheap rentals that once gave the area its 
charm.
Much like opening a set of nesting dolls, leafing through the collection exposes further layers of depth and intimacy. 
Within the context of cultural change, Simmers explores the meaning to be found in everyday things: the making of a 
home, the life built from daily routines. At the same time, she reveals the dissonance that can occur between personal 
and large-scale change: “Twitter feed of melting sea ice, / colony collapse / while we picnic under pink ribbons, / kiss 
again like we mean it.”
Throughout the collection, the poet’s eye unfailingly lights on the perfect details to evoke a scene: “On Mr. Donair’s 
spit, / the earth rotates. Papal smoke emits / from Polonia Sausage, semis shunt / downtown.” Visual poems forming 
maps of Christmas lights and autumn colours further bring the Hastings–Sunrise neighbourhood to life, illustrating 
the interweaving of human and natural spaces and locating “home” in between.
Like a tree clothed in multicoloured yarn or a miniature house filled with free books, Hastings–Sunrise is a gift to 
readers, beautiful in its simplicity.

Bren Simmers is the author of one previous book of poetry, Night Gears (Wolsak and Wynn, 2010). She is the winner 
of an Arc Poetry Magazine Poem of the Year Award, was a finalist for The Malahat Review's Long Poem Prize and has 
been twice longlisted for the CBC Poetry Prize. Her work has been anthologized in Alive at the Center: Contemporary 
Poems from the Pacific Northwest (Ooligan, 2013). She currently lives in Squamish, BC.

Squamish, BC, Canada

Poetry

Nightwood Editions 

Paperback | $18.95
96 pages | 5.5 x 8

Publication Date: March 2015

Previous Books
2010: Night Gears, 9781894987493

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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Little Spells

Jennifer K. Sweeney

9781936970339 

New Issues Poetry Press 

“I am not normally moved by perfection, since I like a little mess in poetry, but when a book achieves the trifecta of 
truly beautiful balance—precise observation, uncannily accurate words, wildness and depth of heart—it must be as 
close to perfect as our weird and glorious art can get. Sweeney understands how the profound and the miniscule are 
interconstitutive qualities of souls and objects in a universe and this exploration is inner as well as visible, external. 
Throughout the book, the speaker is concerned with the continuum of life: from stones and plants and planets, to 
finches and fire, on to witches and princesses and she honors each form it takes. But at some point, this study of life 
gives way to the song of one who is heartbroken on the path to creating life. This voice sings and cries in such exquisite 
expression of anguish that art and life find themselves gazing at each other in shock. What good is perfection when the 
most precious and longed-for star—the one that guided the years— vanishes from the huge dark sky? Art remains and 
perhaps it comforts as it triumphs here. Sweeney is dazzling—if that matters. I think it does. I am abnormally moved 
by the perfection of this art. I am crushed by it.” —Brenda Shaughnessy

Little Spells is Jennifer K. Sweeney's third book of poetry. Her second book, How to Live on Bread and Music (Perugia 
Press Prize, 2009), won the James Laughlin Award from the Academy of American Poets and was nominated for the 
Poets' Prize. Her first collection, Salt Memory, won the Main Street Rag Poetry Award in 2006. Sweeney's poems have 
appeared in The Pushcart Prize Anthology, Poetry Daily, American Poetry Review, New American Writing, Pleiades, 
Verse Daily, and the Academy of American Poets ''Poem-a-Day'' series. After earning her MFA from Vermont College, 
she has served as visiting writer at Kalamazoo College and at multiple writing festivals and retreats. She teaches 
workshops and offers manuscript consultation in California where she lives with her husband, poet Chad Sweeney, and 
their sons, Liam and Forest.

Redlands, CA

• Print advertisements in trade journals including American Poet, American Poetry Review, Poets & Writers. 
• Social media coverage for titles and author events. 
• Copies distributed to 120 reviewers. 
• Titles are submitted for multiple post-publication awards.

Poetry

Paperback | $15.00
94 pages | 6 x 9.75

Publication Date: March 2015

Previous Books
2009: How to Live on Bread and Music, 9780979458224
2006: Salt Memory, 9781599480299

Marketing Plan

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 
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My Multiverse

Kathleen Halme

9781936970315 

New Issues Poetry Press 

“My Multiverse is a contemporary ‘Metamorphoses’—a collection of finely wrought shifts and surprises. Kathleen 
Halme is one of those astonishing poets whose every line is a poem itself, while each poem is a universe. To read her 
work is to live for a while in her extraordinary sensibility, and to learn how to see more clearly and hear strange and 
beautiful music everywhere. Her uncannily imaginative vision is unlike anyone else’s I’ve encountered, and I can’t 
imagine the reader of poetry who won’t be surprised and moved and changed by these poems.” —Laura Kasischke

Kathleen Halme's first book of poetry, Every Substance Clothed, was the winner of the University of Georgia Press 
Contemporary Poetry Series competition and the Balcones Poetry Prize. Her second collection, Equipoise, was 
published by Sarabande Books, and her third, Drift and Pulse, by Carnegie Mellon University Press. Her poems have 
appeared widely in journals, including Ploughshares, Poetry, TriQuarterly, Boston Review, and Anthropological 
Quarterly. Halme is a recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts Poetry Fellowship and a National Endowment 
for the Humanities Summer Fellowship in Anthropology. She grew up in Michigan's upper peninsula and now lives in 
Portland, Oregon.

Portland, OR

• Print advertisements in trade journals including American Poet, American Poetry Review, Poets & Writers. 
• Social media coverage for titles and author events. 
• Copies distributed to 120 reviewers. 
• Titles are submitted for multiple post-publication awards.
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Thunderbird Poems

Armand Garnet Ruffo

9781550177060 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Norval Morrisseau’s revered work has been honoured, copied and recognized throughout the art world and beyond. 
Less widely known but equally captivating is the artist’s personal life story, which poet and biographer Armand Garnet 
Ruffo related in his powerful narrative biography, Norval Morrisseau: Man Changing into Thunderbird (Douglas & 
McIntyre, 2014). Ruffo immersed himself in the life and work of the artist, gaining insight into the struggles and 
sources of inspiration underlying Morrisseau’s greatest works through research and interviews with the artist 
himself—a connection further strengthened by their shared Ojibway heritage.
His lengthy study of Morrisseau inspired Ruffo to write poems reflecting on both the works of art and the emotional 
context in which Morrisseau painted them. Thunderbird Poems complements the highly evocative and poetic 
biography, delving into Morrisseau’s creative life through compressed, imagistic language, while untangling the 
complex and powerful threads of meaning, tradition and emotional power that resonate throughout Morrisseau’s 
strong lines and vibrant colours. 
Significant themes in Morrisseau’s work are mirrored in Thunderbird Poems: Ojibway legends, Morrisseau’s conflicted 
religious beliefs, political tensions between white and aboriginal Canadians. Significant moments in Morrisseau’s life 
are also traced along with the development of his artistic career. Deeply immersed in Morrisseau’s life story, and 
possessing thorough knowledge of the Ojibway storytelling traditions which grounded so much of the artist’s beliefs 
and creativity, Ruffo provides fresh poetic interpretations of the most renowned and striking works of one of Canada’s 
most celebrated painters.

Armand Garnet Ruffo is the author of the biography Norval Morrisseau: Man Changing into Thunderbird (Douglas & 
McIntyre, 2014) and three books of poetry: Opening In The Sky (Theytus Books, 1994), Grey Owl: The Mystery of 
Archie Belaney (Coteau Books, 1997) and At Geronimo's Grave (Coteau Books, 2001). In addition to writing an 
awardwinning film, A Windigo Tale (2010), he has also edited and co-edited (Ad)Dressing Our Words: Aboriginal 
Perspectives on Aboriginal Literatures (Theytus Books, 2001) and An Anthology of Canadian Native Literature in 
English (Oxford University Press, 2013). He is an associate professor in the Department of English Language and 
Literature at Queen's University and lives in Kingston, Ontario.

Kingston, ON, Canada
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Transmitter and Receiver

Raoul Fernandes

9780889713093 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Debut talent Raoul Fernandes’s first offering is Transmitter and Receiver, a masterful and carefully depicted 
exploration of one’s relationships with oneself, friends, memories, strangers and technology.
The four parts of this collection are variations building on a theme—at times lonely, sometimes adoring, but always 
honest. Wider areas of contemplation—the difficulty of communication, the ever-changing symbolism of language and 
the nature of human interaction in the age of machines—are explored through colloquial scenes of the everyday: 
someone eats a burger in a car parked by the river (“Grand Theft Auto: Dead Pixels”), a song plays on the radio as a 
man contemplates suicide (“Car Game”), and a janitor works silently once everyone else has gone (“After Hours at the 
Centre For Dialogue”).
Forthright and effortlessly lyrical, Fernandes builds each poem out of candor and insight, an addictive mix that reads 
like a favourite story and glitters with concealed meaning. Rather than drawing lines between isolation and connection, 
past and present, metaphor and reality, Transmitter and Receiver offers loneliness and longing hand-in-hand with 
affection and understanding: “The last assembly instruction is always you reading this. A machine / that rarely 
functions, but could never without you.”

Raoul Fernandes has been writing poetry since childhood, and is involved in both online and offline writing 
communities. He completed the Writer's Studio at Simon Fraser University in 2009. He was a finalist for the 2010 
Bronwen Wallace Award for Emerging Writers, and winner of the 2010 Sakura Award at the Vancouver International 
Cherry Blossom Festival. His poem ''After Lydia'' was recently adapted into a short film. He lives and writes in 
Vancouver, BC.

Vancouver, BC, Canada
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Trouble Sleeping

Abdul Ali

9781936970322 

New Issues Poetry Press 

“Abdul Ali’s Trouble Sleeping awakens the mind. Like the guts of a marvelous timepiece, the incremental details tick 
with merciless accuracy and timeless certainty. Urban, gutsy, each poem exposes the conflicts of an inner-city speaker. 
Yet even in the midst of conflict one believes the voice saying, ‘I love the city.’ Here, popular culture converges with 
iconic moments of American history; personal and worldly affairs, and a knowing, practiced music holds Trouble 
Sleeping together as a needful song.” —Yusef

Abdul Ali was born in Mt. Pleasant, NY but raised in New York City. Ali is a two-time recipient of the D.C. 
Commission on the Arts and Humanities' Literature fellowship. He was a fellow at American University where he 
received his M.F.A in Creative Writing. His poems have appeared in Gargoyle, A Gathering of Tribes, New Contrast, 
and the anthology Full Moon on K Street, among other literary journals and magazines. He currently teaches at 
Towson University and lives in Maryland with his family.

Towson, MD

• Print advertisements in trade journals including American Poet, American Poetry Review, Poets & Writers. 
• Social media coverage for titles and author events. 
• Copies distributed to 120 reviewers. 
• Titles are submitted for multiple post-publication awards.
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Undercurrent

Rita Wong
Mizu (Illustrator)

9780889713086 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

The water belongs to itself. undercurrent reflects on the power and sacredness of water—largely underappreciated by 
the human race—whether it be in the form of ocean currents, the headwaters of the Fraser River or fluids in the womb. 
Exploring a variety of poetic forms, anecdote, allusion and visual elements, this collection reminds humanity that we 
are water bodies, and we need and deserve better ways of honouring this.
Poet Rita Wong approaches water through personal, cultural and political lenses. She humbles herself to water both 
physically and spiritually: “i will apprentice myself to creeks & tributaries, groundwater & glaciers / listen for the salty 
pulse within, the blood that recognizes marine ancestry.” She witnesses the contamination of First Nations homelands 
and sites, such as Gregoire Lake near Fort McMurray, AB: “though you look placid, peaceful dibenzothiophenes / you 
hold bitter, bitumized depths.” Wong points out that though capitalism and industry are supposed to improve our 
quality of life, they’re destroying the very things that give us life in the first place. Listening to and learning from water 
is key to a future of peace and creative potential.
undercurrent emerges from the Downstream project, a multifaceted, creative collaboration that highlights the 
importance of art in understanding and addressing the cultural and political issues related to water. The project 
encourages public imagination to respect and value water, ecology and sustainability. Visit downstream.ecuad.ca.

Rita Wong is the author of three books of poetry: monkeypuzzle (Press Gang, 1998), forage (Nightwood Editions, 
2007) and sybil unrest (Line Books, 2008, with Larissa Lai). forage was the winner of the 2008 Dorothy Livesay Poetry 
Prize and Canada Reads Poetry 2011. Wong is an associate professor in the Critical and Cultural Studies department at 
the Emily Carr University of Art and Design on the unceded Coast Salish territories also known as Vancouver.

Poetry

Nightwood Editions 

Paperback | $18.95
96 pages | 5.5 x 8

Publication Date: April 2015

Previous Books
2013: Sybil Unrest (2nd Ed.), 9781554200696
2007: forage, 9780889712133

Author Bio

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



A Better Place on Earth: Among the Haves 
and Have Nots in Super Unequal British 

Columbia

Andrew MacLeod

9781550177046 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

In British Columbia, like most of the world, the wealth of the richest one percent has grown exponentially in recent 
decades, while the majority have found their incomes stagnant or even declining. The top 10 percent in BC now hold 
56.2 percent of the wealth, a greater share than anywhere else in Canada. Our richest have wealth counted in the 
billions while the poorest sleep in downtown doorways, or have to choose between medicine and food. Those in the 
middle report working harder without getting ahead and many British Columbians owe more than they own. 
To illustrate the wide-ranging ramifications of inequality, MacLeod interviews economists, politicians, policy-makers 
and activists, as well as those living on the edge: a single parent whose child support payments are clawed back by the 
government; a 25-year-old struggling to live on disability payments who won’t share his identity for fear of 
repercussions from the system; a security guard who wasn’t given bathroom breaks, didn’t drink water at work and 
eventually had to have a kidney removed as a result of severe dehydration.
Some assume that such disparity is inevitable even in BC, a wealthy province lauded by the government as “The Best 
Place on Earth.” However, MacLeod deftly argues that British Columbians are living with the consequences of short-
sighted public policies, and adjusting those policies can achieve a different set of results. 
Informative, well-researched, cautionary and hopeful, A Better Place on Earth provides an in-depth look at inequality 
and suggests what British Columbians can do to make sure everyone’s basic needs are met, pull back stratospheric 
incomes and create a fairer society.

Andrew MacLeod is the Legislative Bureau Chief for TheTyee.ca website. His work has been referred to in the BC 
legislature, Canadian House of Commons and senate. He won a 2006 Association of Alternative Newsweeklies award 
for news writing and was a finalist for a 2007 Western Magazine Award for best article in BC and the Yukon. His 
reporting has appeared in Monday Magazine, the Georgia Straight, BC Business, 24 Hours, the San Francisco Bay 
Guardian, Detroit's MetroTimes, Portland's Willamette Week and elsewhere. Andrew lives with his family in Victoria, 
BC.

Victoria, BC, Canada
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Four Traditions, One Spirit

Chet Meyers

9780878398300 

North Star Press Of St Cloud 

This book is about hope. At a time when so much national and worldwide violence seems rooted in all kinds of 
religious insensibilities, this book reminds us that our great western spiritual traditions have much more in common 
than they do in conflict. The author persuasively suggests that, at a deep spiritual level, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
and Native American traditions all bear witness to a common human longing for love, compassion and justice, rooted 
in a mysterious yet benevolent God, Yahweh, Allah, and Great Mystery.

Chet Meyers taught university students for over thirty years in a variety of disciplines: human services, education, 
natural science, philosophy, and spirituality. His writing ranges from freshwater fishing strategies to college teaching 
strategies and existential grappling with life's meaning. While addressing complex issues and concepts, Chet's writing 
has been described by his students as clear, personal, and always accessible. He credits his wife, Mother Nature, and 
Johann Sebastian Bach as three primary sources that sustain his sanity.

• Author events
• Exposure on North Star website and promotion on social media
• Review copies sent to local and national media
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ACT III: Your Anti-Retirement Playbook

Cecilia Williams; Paula White

9780986398902 

WAN Publishing, LLC

Act III is a step by step guide, helping people plan for their ACT III, a time previously referred to as ''retirement.'' The 
book highlights changes in our lifestyles and helps people plan for the goals, interests, relationships, health, work and 
financial issues for ages 50+ so they can live lives of fulfillment and choice.

Cecilia Williams, Ph.D. is a specialist in the area of human development and research. Paula White is a Certified Public 
Accountant. Both authors have experienced multiple transitions in their lives and use their professional and personal 
experience,as well as insights from countless interviews with Third Actors, to help others transition to, and re-define 
the meaning of ''retirement.''

Encinitas, CA

• Paula and Cecilia are developing a comprehensive web resource for anyone looking for information on all aspects of 
retirement (www.myact3.com). 
• Books will be sent to all appropriate trade reviewers.
• Pitches sent to national TV and radio
• Review copies to appropriate bloggers
• Bookstore events on the west coast (California, Oregon, Washington) Summer 2015
• Paula and Cecilia will be blogging on retirement and related subject not just on their blogs but in larger venues.  
• Social media is being developed
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Music of a Thousand Hammers: Inside 
Habitat for Humanity

Paul Leonard

9780989788588 

Lorimer Press 

"Paul Leonard accurately depicts the struggles, challenges and successes of Habitat for Humanity. His unique 
perspective will inspire anyone to pick up a hammer and join in the music that emanates from the astounding work 
that Habitat performs around the world." --Jonathan Reckford, CEO, Habitat for Humanity International

Paul Leonard grew up in Jonesboro, Georgia. He graduated Cum Laude in history from Davidson College and 
continued his education with a Bachelor of Divinity from University of Chicago, and a Masters in Business 
Administration from Emory University.

Leonard's professional career began with an internship at Trinity Presbyterian Church, where he subsequently served 
as Minister of Christian Education. Catawba Presbytery later called him to lead a non-traditional church, Church in 
the City, that focused on community action and service. While there, Leonard helped to organize the Charlotte Fair 
Housing and served as its first president. He left the traditional ministry to work with M.O.T.I.O.N (city housing 
program), and was later recruited by the John Crosland Company, coming on board as the company's multi-family 
housing manager. In this capacity, he utilized federal housing programs to build low- and moderate-income housing. 
He was soon promoted to Vice President of the Multi-family Division. He became the company's president in 1984. 
After the company was acquired by Centex Real Estate Corporation, Leonard was appointed as its Executive Vice-
President, responsible for the company's southeast region.

After retiring from Centex, Leonard was elected to the Board of Habitat for Humanity International; he served as 
Chairman of the Board from December, 2001 to December, 2003. Leonard was employed as the Interim CEO of 
Habitat for Humanity from June, 2004 through October, 2005. Currently, he is a member of the US Council for 
Habitat for Humanity International. He also serves as Chairman of the Board of Directors for Crosland Interests, LLC, 
a real estate development company in Charlotte, and as a director for Crowder Construction, a civil, environmental 
and industrial construction company, also in Charlotte.

Davidson, NC

Social Science

Paperback | $14.95
160 pages | 6.5 x 8.5

Publication Date: June 2015

Previous Books
2012: Where is Church?, 9780983893622
2014: When the Spirit Moves, 9780989788533

Author Bio

Author Hometown: 

Content

New Title Information Sheet • Partners Publishers Group • 517.694.4744 • info@partnerspublishersgroup.com



Cape Scott and the North Coast Trail: Hiking 
Vancouver Island's Wildest Coast

Maria Bremner

9781550176919 

Harbour Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Part trail map, part field guide, part regional history, Cape Scott and the North Coast Trail is the first comprehensive 
guidebook about one of Vancouver Island’s most iconic destinations. Each year, thousands of backpackers and nature 
lovers head to the northern limits of Vancouver Island, bound for the jewel of the region: Cape Scott Provincial Park 
and the recently completed North Coast Trail.
Cape Scott, 115 kilometres of wave- and weather-beaten coastline, encompasses every dramatic element of Pacific 
Northwest geography. Rocky headlands neighbour sandy beaches and protected coves; bogs house sensitive 
amphibians and plants; and inland, a dense network of towering conifers, ferns, salal and beds of moss define the 
rainforest. The North Coast Trail wends its way through this paradise, offering hikers a rugged trek to Cape Sutil, a 
place steeped in First Nations history, beautiful ocean views along the long sandy beach at Shuttleworth Bight and 
glimpses of one of the largest intact coastal wetlands in British Columbia, an upland bog housing sandhill cranes and a 
variety of endemic species.
Cape Scott and the North Coast Trail equips visitors with everything they need to know to make the most of the park. 
Illustrated with accurate maps and vivid photographs, and loaded with details about biology and human history, the 
guide is perfect for the day tripper, serious backpacker or anyone wanting to learn more about the culture and wildlife 
of the region.

Maria Bremner has been an avid hiker, nature enthusiast and writer all her life. She studied English and Environmental 
Studies at the University of Victoria, and has extensive experience hiking the trails of Vancouver Island. Cape Scott has 
held a special place in her heart since her first visit in 1998. She lives in Victoria, BC.

Victoria, BC, Canada
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Wisconsin's Best Beer Guide, 3rd Edition

Kevin Revolinski

9781933272559 

Thunder Bay Press 

Somewhere in Wisconsin there is a pint of beer with your name on it. Your mission: Find it! Don't make Wisconsin 
beer come looking for you! Set out on a pils-grimage to pay homage to the great people and places that bring you 
Wisconsin's finest liquid joy. From a tiny homemade brewery hidden on the Northwoods all the way up to 
megabrewer MillerCoors, this road-trip manual takes you on a thirst-quenching adventure while stopping at all the 
fish fries and fresh cheese curds along the way.  Get this book into your glove compartment. You never know when you 
might need it! Support Wisconsin brewers by knocking back a few the next time you're in town!

Kevin Revolinski is an amateur beer snob and born-again ale drinker with a writing habit. A Wisconsin native, he has 
written for a variety of publications including The New York Times, Chicago Tribune, Wisconsin State Journal and 
many postcards to his grandmother. He's appeared on The Today Show and Wisconsin Public Radio talking about 
beer. His other travel books include Wisconsin's Best Beer Guide, Michigan's Best Beer Guide, Paddling Wisconsin, 
Best in Tent Camping Wisconsin, Best Hikes Near Milwaukee, Backroads and Byways of Wisconsin, 60 Hikes Within 
60 Miles of Madison, Camping Michigan, and The Yogurt Man Cometh: Tales of an American Teacher in Turkey. 
Check out his website and blog, The Mad Traveler at www.theMadTravelerOnline.com and revtravel.com. He also 
contributes to the beer travel site www.Pilsgrimage.com. Look for him at your local brewpub. (It's more likely he's at 
one of his own local brewpubs in Madison though.)

Madison, WI

• Radio Interviews 
• Newspaper / Magazine Reviews 
• Book signings at bookstores and breweries
• Author presentations at beer festivals 
• Author's website: http://revtravel.com/ 
• Author's social media 
• Tour cities include: Madison, Green Bay, Eau Clair, La Crosse, Milwaukee
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